Semantic abilities in dementia of the Alzheimer type. II. Grammatical semantics.
The grammatical semantic abilities of 18 Alzheimer patients were investigated using picture description tasks and compared to those of a group of institutionalized, nonneurologically impaired control subjects matched for age, sex, and educational level. During picture description, Alzheimer patients showed that they were able to provide as much information about the target picture as control subjects, but were less concise in their verbal representation of the information. The lack of conciseness was reflected in the DAT patients requiring more time and more syllables to communicate a similar quantity of information than the control subjects. The appropriateness of using a picture description task which involves a perceptual step-by-step account of unrelated events to assess sentential semantics and the conveying of information at a conceptual level is discussed.